Rubus of Central Minnesota
Two Day Identification and Ecology Workshop

Instructed by:  Jason Husveth, MS, Botanist/Ecologist
Dates: Thursday, July 16, and Friday, July 17, 2026

Location: Bunker Hills Activities Center, Bunker Hills Regional Park, Andover, MN

Rubus Complexes and Native Habitats of Bunker Hills Regional Park, Andover, MN
Cost: $400 per Student (Enrollment is Limited to 25 Students)

Accreditation: 12 Direct Hours of Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for the
Minnesota's Wetland Professional Certification Program

For the first time, Critical Connections Ecological Services, Inc. is pleased to offer this two day hands-on
workshop focused on the identification and ecology of the Rubus species of central Minnesota. The
workshop will consist of one day in the lab (Thursday, July 16) and one day in the field (Friday, July 17).
The genus Rubus in Minnesota is currently understood to include 33 native species (and counting), several
of which are listed and state-endangered, threatened, special concern, or tracked by the Minnesota DNR.
The Rubus species can be very difficult to discern and identify in the field, as the species tend to co-occur
in large, overlapping genus complexes within suitable habitats. This workshop is being offered to
professionals and native plant enthusiasts to help participants appreciate and navigate the Rubus diversity
and complexity within central Minnesota’s native plant communities and cultural landscapes. This
workshop has been accredited 12 direct hours of continuing education units (CEUs) by the Minnesota
Board of Water and Soil Resource’s (BWSR) Wetland Professional Certification Program (WPCP).

Participants can expect to complete the two day course with:

1) An introduction and basic knowledge of the genus Rubus in Minnesota, with a focus on the subgenus
Rubus, and the sections Alleghenienses, Canadenses, Arguti, Flagellares, Setosi, and Hispidi, and the
common and rare taxa occurring within native and cultural landscapes of central Minnesota,

2) The ability to successfully key Rubus specimens to species using the Minnesota dichotomous key
(Smith, W. 2008, Trees and Shrubs of Minnesota) and a rapid tabular key (Husveth, J. 2026),

3) Knowledge of required specimen collection methods to enable proper Rubus identification in the lab
and the proper collection of complete herbarium voucher specimens of Rubus species in the field,

4) The ability to use dichotomous keys to correctly identify and discern Rubus to species in the field.
Students will be taught useful Rubus field-identification concepts, features, and shortcuts, as described
in Welby Smith’s Trees and Shrubs of Minnesota (2008),

5) Instruction on the key pitfalls and mistakes when working with, surveying, and collecting Rubus in the
field and lab,

6) Experience applying one day of laboratory learning in the field at Rubus-diverse natural areas within
Bunker Hills Regional Park,

7) Experience identifying and understanding the ecology of several rare Rubus species of Minnesota
through field experience, including Rubus missouricus (endangered), Rubus stipulatus (endangered),
Rubus fulleri (threatened), Rubus semisetosus (threatened), and Rubus multifer (special concern) within
native habitats at Bunker Hills Regional Park.
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Jason Husveth is a professional ecologist and botanist working throughout Minnesota
and the Upper Midwestern United States. Jason has over thirty years of academic,
professional, field, and herbarium experience identifying, collecting, photographing,
and documenting native and rare species in Minnesota and throughout the Upper
Midwest. Over the past 17 field seasons, Jason has been trained in Rubus identification
through collaboration with Dr. Mark Widrlechner, an authority on the genus Rubus and
professor emeritus at lowa State University, Ames, lowa. Mr. Husveth has collected
and vouchered hundreds of Rubus collections throughout Minnesota, including
working with some of the rarest species of central Minnesota’s Anoka Sand Plain.
Jason not only knows and understands the blackberries, bristle-berries, and dewberries
of Minnesota; he knows how to teach others how to navigate through the diversity and
taxonomic variability of Rubus taxa to identify, learn, and remember Rubus species of
central Minnesota. Jason specializes in peatland restorations of the Anoka Sand Plain

(MN), Floristic Quality Assessment, wetland mitigation banking, natural community
classification, assessment, and mapping, and rare species survey and conservation throughout the Upper
Midwestern United States.

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resource’s (BWSR) Wetland Professional Certification Program (WPCP)
Continuing Education Credits:

The Minnesota Wetland Professional Certification Program (MWPCP) has accredited this Rubus workshop with
12 direct hours of continuing education credits applicable to maintaining MWPCP certification. If you have
further questions about MWPCP continuing education credits, please contact Jason Husveth at
jhusveth@ccesinc.com. Additional details and updated information regarding this workshop can be found at:

www.ccesinc.com/workshops.
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Rubus of Central Minnesota Identification and Ecology
July 2026 Workshop Agenda:

Day 1: Thursday, July 16, 2026

Location: Laboratory Classroom, Bunker Hills Activity Center (Bunker Hills Regional Park, Andover, MN)

8:00 to 8:30AM Check In and Registration
8:30 to 9:00AM Introduction and Purpose
9:00 to 10:30AM Overview of the Genus Rubus in Minnesota with Slides and Live Specimens
10:30 to 11:00AM Break with Refreshments

11:00AM to 12:00PM Introduction to Keying Rubus to Species

Rubus Section Concepts, Key Identification Features, Resources, Shortcuts, Pitfalls

12:00 to 1:00PM Lunch Break: BYO Lunch at Bunker Hills Activity Center Grounds

1:00 to 2:30PM Group Keying of the Bristle-berries (Setosi, Hispidi), including listed and rare species
2:30 to 3:00PM Break with Refreshments

3:00 to 3:45PM Group Keying of the Dewberries (Flagellares), including listed and rare species

3:45 to 4:30PM Group Keying of the Highbush Blackberries (Alleghenienses, Canadenses, Arguti)
4:30PM Adjourn

Day 2: Friday, July 17, 2026

Location: Bunker Hills Regional Park Field Sites (Andover, Anoka County, MN)

9:00AM to 12:00PM Rubus field identification including rare species (wet meadows and woodlands)
12:00PM to 1:30PM Lunch Break: BYO Lunch in the Field at Bunker Hills Regional Park Pavillion
1:30PM to 4:30PM Rubus field identification including rare species (woodlands and prairies)
4:30PM Adjourn
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Registration Information

Registration for this two day workshop will be on a first come, first served basis. Registration will be
open until filled. Registration is confirmed with full payment of registration fee. To maximize the
instructors’ time with each workshop participant, registration will be limited to 25 students. A waitlist
will be maintained to allow for cancellations. Registration fees are non-refundable after June 1, 2026.

Once registration information and payments are received, all registration confirmations and workshop
correspondence will be sent via email by Jason Husveth (jhusveth@ccesinc.com) to registrants.

Registration fees will include refreshments and course materials. Other accommodations, such as lunch,
campus parking, transportation, and lodging, will be at the registrants’ own expense.

Registration Fee: $400 per attendee
Please make check payable to Critical Connections Ecological Services, Inc.
Special payment accommodations can be made via PayPal, upon request.

Mail Registration Form and Payment to:

Critical Connections Ecological Services, Inc.
c/o Rubus Workshop

450 Main Street North

Suite 130

Stillwater, MN 55082

Registration Form

Rubus of Central Minnesota — Identification and Ecology Workshop

Instructor: Jason Husveth, Critical Connections Ecological Services, Inc.
Dates: Thursday, July 16 and Friday, July 17, 2026

Location:  Bunker Hills Activity Center, Bunker Hills Regional Park
550 Bunker Lake Blvd NW, Andover, MN 55304
Google Maps Pin: https://maps.app.goo.gl/ig2NecW5wzd7AbcD6

Student Name:

Organization /Company:

Address:

Cell Phone Number: (for field day)

Email:

Questions?

Please contact Jason Husveth, Course Instructor at 651-433-4410 or jhusveth@ccesinc.com
For more information, please visit: www.ccesinc.com/workshops
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